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whole state. Publishers could de-
scribe their recent publications. Small
arts magazines sent out calls for sub-
missions. Writers” groups advertised.
It was a place to offer your own work
and find out about others’
“Remember, this was before e-
mail. We had a statewide advisory
council made up of people primarily
connected to publishers and colleges
with writing programs. They helped
us gather information from greater
Minnesota. I communicated with
them by mail most often, weighing
the expense of long-distance phone
calls, hoping to receive their news in
time to meet the monthly deadline”
The newsletter required thrift,
Mary explains. “The publication
maintained a reasonable subscription
rate because it was a simple instru-
ment—especially at first, when the
tools of the trade included a type-
writer, white correction tape and
fluid, and a light box! Editors have

always worked out of their homes,

The Cusp Months

by Dara Syrkin, Editor

January and February are cusp
months in Minnesota, We're in the
throes of winter. The negative de-
grees can be overwhelming, causing
curses to flow. I speak for myself, of
course. Give me a week of minus 30
and the words forsaken wasteland can
be heard grumbling from my mouth.

Some people venture into the
snow and ice, donning skis, snow-
shoes, or skates. Others hole up.
Some do a bit of both.

Hibernation isn’t all bad. (Just
remember to get enough vitamin D.)
Think steaming mugs of tea. Home-
made cookies. Hearty soup. Some
knitting. Moreover, some contempla-
tive writing and reading.

The flow of the seasons can serve
inspiration well. What to ponder in
January and February? The unique-
ness of a snowflake and yourself.

only do that labor of love for so
long—those journals were usually a
one-person show. Today, publica-
tions need a solid funding source, like
Water~Stone has from Hamline, for
example.

“As editor of Minnesota Litera-
ture, I was thrilled to be part of the
burgeoning writing life of the state.
It was an exciting time of cross-fer-
tilization and growth in the literary
arts. And we all recognized at the
time that we had something very spe-
cial here. The work Minnesota Litera-
ture did still needs to be done: bring-
ing people together and reminding
them that their stories are important,
that their voices can be heard.”

“I was the editor of Minnesota
Literature from 2001 through 2004,
and it was a job I loved,” says Diane
Wilson. “T felt T had my hand on the
pulse of the writing community, and
what seemed like an endless variety
of festivals, readings, and new books.

“One month, I received an essay
from a poet whose name escapes my
memory, who lambasted the writing

Valentine’s Day and how you met a
beloved—check out the Literary
Love Fest at Kieran’s on February 10
for sure (page 10). What someone
born in Fiji might think of winter at
your latitude. How mesmerizing fire
is and whether your neighbors are
warm enough. Where lost mittens go
and how your great-grandmother
knit stockings. How to convert Fahr-
enheit to Celsius and who were those
guys, anyway?

A dear friend wrote to me re-
cently, “There’s beauty all around me
if I just take the time to look.” Ain’t
that the truth? Even in the midst of
chaos, uncertainty, and all kinds of
cusps, beauty abounds. Hibernation
or no, inspiration abounds. I'm try-
ing to grab inspiration and run with
it. How about you?
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